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Sir : 

In response to the office action dated as mailed on 
04/18/07, Applicants request reconsideration. 

The office action is incomplete and fails to consider all 
of the references of record, and is therefore defective under 
Rules 97 and 104, and under MPEP 710.06 and 707.07. 

The examiner has failed to consider reference DE 1061134, 
and has stricken it from the form PTO-1449 with the annotation 
that "No translation or discussion of relevance" has been 

provided . 

However, this is plain error. 

The requisite discussion of this reference is found in 
para. 1 of page 1 (of the seven pages filed) of the 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement filed on 21 Jun 
2005. 

Accordingly, Applicants are entitled now to due 
consideration of that reference under the first office action 
to avoid impermissible piecemeal prosecution of the application. 
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The first office action should therefore be replaced or 
supplemented, and the response period restarted under MPEP 
710.06 upon correcting this defect. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 3 May 2 007 
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